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. ¢ Ban Diegu, CA 92 104-3524 EGRS (519) 290-3018

Califormia Coastel Commussion, {Sun Diggo Office) June 29, 2002
Chairpersan, Sara Wan

7575 Metiopalitan Drrive, Suite 103

San Diepo, CA 97108

Re: Morh Torrey Pings Rood Bridgs Replacement Project, LDR No. 98-0335
Dear Coastal Commissioncs:

The San Daggo Chapter of the Sierra Club wnderstands that the Wonh Torrey Pines Bridge

must be replaced for safery reasons While we prefer a desion that is nammower, we have

been informed by San Thega Cay stafl that a narrewer design would be more costly

(milligns), cause aboul two years of delay (harring any funber unforesecn delays), and

would be much more disruptive 10 daily waffic dunng construgtion. As such, we support
i rward with n 1l lsin 1

It 15 gur understanding thar the hridze wall be striped for iwo watfic lanes and the added
width of the bridge wall mul be used for another lane of vehicle traffic bui will instead
improve transil, pedestrian and hicyeling options, This is an_jmportant gondition of the
prepasal that we support.

Replacement ai e 72 support colums with a four-column desicn will improve tidal
flushing of the lagoon and hopefully eliminare the need for penadic clearing of sediment
at the lageon moualk 17 sediment boild-up and blockage centinues to be & problem,
the City of San Diego should commid, in perpetuity, to fully fund removal aof
sediment Mram the inlel (o restore tidal Noshing. Cleanny of sediment build up will be
greathy simplified with fower culunimsiobstacles. Maimntasning the tidal Pushing is
important for human health and safety reasuns as well a5 protection of the important tdal
habitat values including fish nurseries and bird foreging. Blockage can cause unhealthy
build-up af bacteria levels in the lazoon which could reswin in days of beach elosures
when tidal Aushing is finally restored. Blackape can also result in fish kills and
endunperment of the many bird species that feed on the fish T 15 incumbent upon 1he
City to maintain the nateral fonetians of this impontant resource and counter the many
unnatural soutees of sediment and impedimenis 1o healthy tidal flushing.

Also, carchul envircumental monitering during and after constructicn must take
place. Thank you [or consideration of our comments

Respectfully Submiited, ;
mﬁcﬂ--}gﬂ?
Eric Bowlby

Co-Chair, Coastal Committes
San Diewn Chapter, Sierm Club

et Honarable Councilmember Scott Byparg, City of San Diega
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